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A Note About the Architect 
The Architect for the 1922 Building was C. (Cyrus) Howard Parsons.  He 
began his practice in partnership with his father (William R. Parsons) and 
W.R.'s spouse, Hattie.E. Parsons.  The firm was initially established in 
Topeka as W.R. Parsons & Son, but had moved its headquarters to Des 
Moines by 1891.   According to notes held by the Northwest Architectural 
Archives at the University of Minnesota, the firm was one of the biggest 
firms in Des Moines, and also had offices in Duluth, and Fort Smith, 
Arkansas.  An  advertisement for the office describes the company as 
"School House Architects."  The firm was in business in Des Moines until 
about 1910. 
 
W.R. Parsons and Son designed a number of schools, courthouses and banks 
throughout the Midwest, including school buildings in Chisholm and 
Hibbing, MN.  The firm also published a number of architectural treatises, 
including the Designs for Public Schools; Designs of City School Buildings; 
Designs for Village Schools; Designs for Country District School Houses; 
and Designs for Bank Buildings.   
 
By the time he was retained to design the Annandale Building C. Howard 
had established an independent practice in Minneapolis.  The Northwest 
Architectural Archives at the University of Minnesota has a small collection 
of materials relating to his work in Minnesota.  
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This notice soliciting bids for a general contractor s appeared in The 
American Contractor on 18 February 1922. 
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Construction-related Articles from the Annandale Advocate 
These articles are excerpted from a column that appeared weekly in the Annandale 
Advocate.  The column is a compilation of school news that appears to have been written 
by students. 
5 October 1922 
 
School Furnishes Many Interesting Notes 
Our new school building is progressing very rapidly.  The roof on the main part being 
nearly completed, partitions are all up on the third floor and the first floor cemented, the 
steps are completed and the lathing is under way.  
_______________ 
19 October 1922 
 
Social Program for School Year Planned 
Work on the new schoolhouse has been delayed because the material has not arrived for 
further work.  The workmen will enjoy the rest. 
_______________ 
26 October 1922 
 
School Brimming Over with News 
Our new schoolhouse is progressing very rapidly.  The windows are painted, the 
plastering is well under way, lathing on the second floor almost done.  All partitions on 
first floor completed, heating system connected, and four rooms wholly completed.  At 
present the grading and removing the trees occupies some time.  Who said we wouldn’t 
have a new schoolhouse soon? 
_______________ 
9 November 1922 
 
Visitors Welcome to Visit School-Good 
The third floor of our new school is complete plastered, while the second one is well 
under way.  They have started to lathe the first floor.  The front and back yard has been 
graded so that coal can be put into the bin. 
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_______________ 
23 November 1922 
 
Six Weeks Exams Again Trying the Brains 
Our new building is progressing rapidly, for the second and third floors are completely 
plastered, while the first floor is well under way.  The millwork has arrived and the 
carpenters are putting it up on the third floor. 
 
Mr. Andrews [the Superintendent] will be glad when it is completed, for he thinks fewer 
pupils will bother him.  He thinks we will get lost trying to find him.  Don’t fool yourself, 
Prof.! 
_______________ 
30 November 1922 
 
Building Inspector, Chapman, Pleased with Schoolhouse 
S.A. Challman [this is how it appeared in the article, despite the headline], Inspector of 
Buildings from the State Department of Education inspected our new school and reported 
the building to be very satisfactory.  We agree with you, Mr. Challman. 
 
Unless something unexpected turns up, the plastering in the new building will be 
completed by Thanksgiving.  A carload of flooring arrived recently, and in a short time 
our school will be all finished.  The woodwork is to be done in dull mahogany. 
_______________ 
14 December 1922 
 
Annandale Won Second in Declamatory Contest 
Our new schoolhouse is progressing rapidly.  The woodwork on the third floor is 
completely finished and that on the second is well under way.  A crew of floor layers are 
about to begin flooring the third story. 
 
Madsen and Peterson, the contractors, visited the building last week and announced that 
it would be entirely completed by January 1.  Hurrah for the new schoolhouse! 
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This article announcing the opening of the new school building appeared in 
the Annandale Advocate on 15 February 1923.  
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Historic view 1.  The Annandale High School building as it appeared ca. 1925.  Note the 
horse-drawn school buses. 
 

 
Historic view 2.  The school building as it appeared in 1951. 
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Historic view 3.  The building in 1955 
 

 
Historic view 4.  The building as it appeared in 1960.  The 1954 addition is visible at 
right. 
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Historic view 5.  Undated view of the north end.  Note the ventilator hoods flanking the 
doorway. 
 

 
Historic view 6.  Undated view of the building in recent years. 


